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CHAPEL HILL, NC JOINS GROWING LIST 
OF CITIES WITH DEMONSTRATIONS 

TO PROTEST WEAK GUN LAWS

Chapel Hill, N.C. – In the aftermath of the Virginia Tech tragedy and other shootings, concerned University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill citizens are demanding action on our country’s lax gun laws.  This Monday at Noon concerned citizens will stage a demonstration to urge that more action be taken to keep guns out of the hands of dangerous people.  

Connie Padgett, a staff member at the Carolina Population Center and a UNC graduate said the event was necessary “to show the support in the community for common sense gun policy.”  Three fallen members of the UNC Tar Heel family will be remembered at the event.  “Homecoming is celebrated this week,” Padgett said. “It is a time for remembering, and we remember some of the UNC family who cannot be with us because of gun violence.”  

Travis Cooper was a UNC student and was killed by gunfire in Lumberton, NC in 1997.  Cooper and Padgett worked together when he was a student employed at the Carolina Population Center.  Shennel McKendall was a UNC Hospitals worker.  She was a victim of domestic violence and fatally shot outside her workplace in 2004.  Jamie Bishop, a German instructor who also applied computer technologies to language instruction while at UNC, was killed in the VA Tech shootings.

The UNC-32 will occur at noon, Monday, 10/29, on Polk Place near Wilson Library on the University campus in Chapel Hill. Thirty-two people, wearing black clothing and Virginia Tech ribbons, will stand up in remembrance of the 32 killed at Virginia Tech, in recognition of the 32 gun homicides each day in the U.S., and in protest of the easy access to guns in our country.  

ProtestEasyGuns.com is a grassroots protest movement of Americans that emerged in response to the deadliest shooting rampage in U.S. history at Virginia Tech. Our protestors are outraged at how easy it is to obtain a gun in the United States and we believe it is time to change lax U.S. gun laws that allow criminals easy access to guns. Each of our protests includes 32 individuals (symbolizing the number of students and teachers murdered at Virginia Tech) who lie on the ground for just a few minutes (signifying the brief amount of time it takes to buy a gun in the United States). Our goal is to encourage like-minded citizens to stage their own protests around the country so that we can influence the public discourse and ultimately the legislative process with regard to this critical national problem. Visit www.protesteasyguns.org.

