Members of the Commission, Ladies & Gentleman, 
As the Virginia State President of the Million Mom March, thank you for the opportunity to speak with you today on behalf of all the Virginia Chapters of our organization.

When we first heard about the tragedy at Virginia Tech, we were horrified and heartbroken, but we were not surprised.  For years we have been saying that it was only a matter of time before a Columbine-type massacre would take place in one of our schools, on one of our campuses.  After all, more than 800 Virginians lose their lives every year to gun violence.  800.   
It is commendable that Governor Kaine called this Commission together to investigate how something like this could have happened at Virginia Tech but the reasons are not complex. Fortunately, neither are the answers.
REASON #1.
It is far too easy for dangerous individuals to obtain guns in Virginia.  The truth of the matter is, even if Cho had failed the instant criminal background check in the gun shop where he purchased his weapon as he should have, all he would have had to do is attend an area gun show where he could have bought any weapon he desired – even an assault weapon – from an unlicensed dealer, without undergoing a background check. Criminals, gang members, even suspected terrorists on federal watch lists can purchase weapons from unlicensed dealers at VA gun shows, no questions asked.  

THE ANSWER:   Close the gun-show loophole and require both licensed and unlicensed dealers to run background checks on gun purchasers.  

REASON #2.
There are far too many dangerous weapons on the street in Virginia.   AK47’s, 50 caliber sniper rifles that can penetrate a police officer’s bullet proof vest, Glock 9mm’s like the one Cho used that can easily be turned into an assault weapon simply by loading a magazine that can fire 15 rounds in a matter of seconds.  These are extreme non-essential weapons.  They aren’t used for personal protection or for hunting.  They have one purpose and one purpose only – to kill a lot of people in a short amount of time.    They don’t belong on the streets of Blacksburg or Fairfax or anywhere in our state.
THE ANSWER:  Ban the sale of assault weapons and high-capacity magazines that allow ordinary weapons to be turned into assault-style weapons.

REASON #3. It is far too difficult to get sensible legislation passed in the Virginia legislature because gun control bills are routinely sent to the Firearms Subcommittee of the Militia, Police & Public Safety Committee which is stacked with pro-gun lawmakers, who frequently kill the bills without a recorded vote before they can reach the house floor for a vote.  That is not democracy. 

THE ANSWER:  Change the rules of the legislature so that bills can’t be killed in subcommittee without a recorded vote.  Our legislators need to be accountable to the citizens of the Commonwealth, not to the gun lobby. 
And believe me, the vast majority of citizens want accountability.  In fact, just this past weekend at the Celebrate Fairfax Festival, we collected signatures from over 600 people who signed postcards we will deliver to Governor Kaine requesting similar action as I have outlined here today.

In closing, I’d like to share with you an excerpt from an email I received from a student at Va Tech because her words deserve to be heard:

“As a human being, a daughter, sister, aunt, friend, employee and VA Tech student, I am angry.  I am angry at how the state of VA has failed to protect its citizens by failing to pass fair gun protection laws.  I am angry and I am sad with my fellow classmates.  We have lost 32 friends and important members of not only the VA Tech community but also the state, national and international communities.  I want something to be done.  After witnessing what can happen when gun laws are not strengthened, will there finally be enough blood shed to make the politicians in power in VA realize that changes need to be made?  I am asking, begging of you to help me emphasize what an important issue this is.”
On this young woman’s behalf, I am emphasizing the importance of this issue right now Mr. Chairman, Members of the Commission. I call upon you to show this student, and all the students of the Commonwealth, that they have been heard and that their lives are valued more than the financial interests of the gun industry.  Thank you.  

