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Dear Family and Friends, 

 

I have been thinking and thinking about the Virginia Tech shooting since it happened and the 28 school shootings that have followed it.  I am so very sad about it, as I know you all are. But I’m also frustrated—how could this happen again and again in the United States? Then I heard about a grass roots movement of ordinary people protesting these shootings and criminals and dangerous individuals’ easy access to guns.  And I realized this was the time and the opportunity for me to do something -- to exercise my right and duty as an American citizen to make a difference.

I invite you to join me in a protest of the short amount of time it takes to buy a gun in so many places in our country. On (DATE) at (PLACE) in (CITY, STATE) 32 of us, representing the 32 Virginia Tech massacre victims and the 32 Americans murdered by guns everyday in the U.S., will stage a “Lie-In” for just a few minutes — signifying the average amount of time it takes to buy a gun in the United States.

I am just beginning the process of collecting names of people who will join me in the "Lie-In." The following people have volunteered so far: 
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Alternates:  (list of names – to also lie down – or hold banners)

We will all wear black as well as ribbons with the Virginia Tech colors. We have been inspired by a host of peaceful protests that have taken place in several towns and cities and we want to do our part. (You can see photos and read about some of those protests on the Web site: protesteasyguns.com)
Many of us have different views on our gun laws but clearly something has to change.  Our goal is to increase the public discourse on our gun laws and discuss how we can secure a safer future for our children, our police, and all Americans.  Our message is simple: it is too easy to buy a gun.  Criminals and dangerous individuals should NOT have easy access to guns.
 

All you have to do is send me an email and give up one hour of your day. I will provide the ribbons and handouts with information on how to contact your Congressional representatives.  

 

The bottom line is that we are doing something for a cause we know is right. Certain moments arise in life when it becomes imperative to try to make a change for the better. 

 

Come join me and my family this DATE/TIME (promptly -- since it will be brief -- rain or shine) for a peaceful protest. 

 

Please forward this on to your friends. 

 

Thank you for being there, 

 

[Name of Organizer]

 

"I hold it that a little rebellion, now and then, is a good thing and as necessary in the political world as storms are in the physical. . . . It is a medicine necessary for the sound health of government." (Thomas Jefferson in a letter to James Madison, January 30, 1787) 

 

"One person with a belief is a social power equal to ninety-nine who have only interests." (John Stuart Mill, "Considerations on Representative Government," 1861) 

