PROTEST TALKING POINTS     

     

--This is the deadliest shooting rampage in U.S. history.  And the shooter bought his gun in just a few minutes.

     

--We are staging this event to protest how short a period of time it takes to purchase a gun in [INSERT NAME OF YOUR STATE]. Each of the 32 participants will lie on the ground together for just a few minutes to symbolize the amount of time it took for the shooter to obtain his gun in the Commonwealth of Virginia.     

     

--We are not against hunters -- we simply want to start a conversation and implore our elected leaders to take a hard look at how we can combine elements of training, education, and background checks so that it takes longer than a few minutes for someone to buy a gun.     

     

--We are compelled to come together to do something NOW to express our outrage at what happened at Virginia Tech.     

     

--How can it be that it takes less time to purchase a gun than it does to buy milk and bread at a local grocery store?     

     

--For those who will ask the inevitable question of where this protest fits on the political spectrum, we want to make it clear that this is about our outrage, pure and simple. We are coming together to protect our children (and ourselves!) and others from future gun violence. 

     

--Everyone has different views on our gun laws but whatever our personal views, we should all be able to agree that something must change.     

     

--Our goal is to increase public discourse on gun laws -- to discuss and explore what must be done in order to protect our children and the citizens of this country.     

     

--We are not trying to explore all the public policy paths to improve gun laws in [insert NAME OF YOUR STATE] -- what we are doing is expressing our objection to the status quo in [INSERT NAME OF YOUR STATE]’s gun laws (and by extention, federal gun laws). We want them improved. We want change.     

     

--The bottom line is that we are doing SOMETHING for a cause we know is right. Certain moments arise in life where it becomes imperative for people to stand up and stand together to try to make a change for the better.  

   

